EARTH DAY

Public art with a purpose

MATT KIELTYKA - See the
world, save the planet.
That's the idea behind
the international “Cool
Globes: Hot Ideas for the
Cooler Planet” public artin-
stallation featured at Sci-
ence World as Earth Day
festivities kick off Thursday.

23 one-tonne globes posi-
tioned around False Creek,
eachone ablank canvass for

artists to convey some sort
of sustainable practice that
canbe worked into anyone’s
daily routine.

“It's public art with a
purpose,” said Science
World curator Stephanie
Puleo. “Tt's all about finding
solutions toglobal warming
and attracting people’s at-
tention.”

And Puleo has found the
highly stylized globes, which
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Science fun after school, really

KRISTEN MCKENZIE - Ten-
year-old Lucia Dekleer’s blue
eyes widen with excitement
a5 she chats about the after-
school clubshe joined earlier
thisyear.

“T was excited because
my friends had told me that
they were in it last year and
they said, ‘Ohit’sso fun. You
dolotsof cool stuff” the Gen-
eral Brock Elementary stu-
dent gushed.

What after-school activ-
ity, one might ask, generates
this much enthusiasm in a
preteen girl? A Justin Bieber
or Miley Cyrus fan club? A
Playstation 3 tutorial, per-
haps?

Nope, it'sascience club,

The Super Science Club,
to be exact - a complimen-
tary after-school program
Science World currently of-
fersto11inner-city Vancou-
ver schools Now enteringits
ninth year, the educational
initiative focusesupon envi-
ronmental issues, schooling
kids from Grades 1to 7 on
everything from water con-
servation to alternative en-
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have toured the world since
the first Cool Globes exhibit
in Chicago in 2005, do just
that.

“I'vebeen amazed at how
many people stop to take a
look at them, they're really
effective,’ Puleo said.

Vancouver Mayor Gre-
gor Robertson, artist
Michelle Bassler and exhi-
bition founder Wendy
Abrams will all be on hand

school program put on by Science World,

ergy. Surprisingly, the kids
don't seem to mind staying
after school for the sake of
education - in fact, they love
it

“Tt’s very fun,” said Tate
Zingle,7, during abreak from
one of the club’s many activ-
ities.

“We've learned how to
measure rain, we've leamned

about compost... we're doing
ascavenger hunt right now."

Program coordinator
Stephanie Puleo isn't sur-
prised the kids rave about the
club.

*The neat thing about
this club is it’s really about
the experience ... so they
don't necessarily realize how
much they're leaming " she
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Thursday to kick off Earth
Day celebrationsat Seience
World.

The entire exhibit won't
be completely new tolocals.

Five of the globes were
set up around False Creek
near Science World during
the Olympics Games,

Formore information on
Science World's Earth Day-
related events, visit www.sei-
enceworld.ca/green-week.

» The lowdown:

To celebrate Earth Day
Apnil 22, Science World
is offering green-themed

exhibits and entertain-
ment until Saturday, Go
to scienceworld.ca.

said, adding the majority of
children rejoin year after

year.

“It's really neat for me ...
I've seen some of these kids
go from Grade 1 all the way
toGrade 7. Science has re-
ally become a part of their
school year and learning

process’

And parents like Arlene
Crossarethrilled that ishas.

Thanks to the club, she
said,her daughter Allysia has
since become the self-ap-
pointed environmental su-
pervisor at home. .

“She’s like, Mommy
that's for recycling Clean it
out and put it in for recy-
cling” Cross said, laughing
“I think it's awesome. They
should have more of these
throughout the year”



