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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

We would like to 
acknowledge that 
we are gathered on 
the traditional 
unceded territory of 
the Coast Salish 
peoples. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mdoeff/15012750081/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Introductions
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Agenda
- Application Process
- Application Form 
- Short answer questions
- Q&A
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“The FSL mission is to empower 

BC’s most inquisitive youth to 

pursue, achieve, and excel in 

their STEM aspirations.”
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How do we accomplish this?

Meet and learn from professionals in a variety of careers

Create a lifelong network of like-minded peers

Develop the skills critical for a career in science: laboratory skills and science 

communication  

Collaborate with others through scientific projects

Learn to think critically in a scientific context
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Application process



Science World | Future Science Leaders 8

Actions and Deadlines
Early Bird Applications (March 30) Science World Day Out

Application Deadline (April 30) 

Interviews Offered (~May 5)

Interviews (~May 12-May 30)

Seats Offered (~June 9)

Registration (June 30)
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The aim of the application 
process is to find a good 
fit between applicants’ 
needs and the experience 
the FSL program offers.
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Eligibility

● Grade 10 or 11 in September 2025

● Born in 2010 or earlier
● Can demonstrate that they are: 

○ Team player (compassionate, 
collaborative)

○ Internally motivated (curious, go-
getter, engaged)

○ Growth mindset (open-minded, 
compassionate, creative)

HINT: Highlight each of these areas in an application or interview!
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Application Process
1. Complete application online 

(February 1st - April 30, 2025)
The application form released on our website

▪ www.scienceworld.ca/futurescienceleaders/

❑Fill out your contact information 

❑Acquire 1 Academic reference contact information

❑Short answer question

http://www.scienceworld.ca/futurescienceleaders/
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Application Process
2. Eligible students invited for an interview
❑ In-person interview
❑ Includes a Group activity + Individual questions

• Team Player, Intrinsic Motivation, Growth Mindset

3. Registration and fee payment $1450 + tax
• We will ensure financial assistance is available to those 

who need it most, and we look forward to continuing to 
welcome students from a wide range of backgrounds to 
our FSL program

• Fees assure student access to programming, additional 
workshops, in-person field trips, FSL events, access to 
scientific equipment, project materials, and STEM mentors
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What does success look like in FSL?

- Participating in sessions

- Completing project assignments

- Taking advantage of opportunities

- Use the FSL program to jump-start 

other activities

70%



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

What it doesn’t evaluate:

https://www.pngall.com/award-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://theconversation.com/the-business-of-rankings-did-the-us-news-and-world-report-make-substantial-mistakes-42678
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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Application Form



https://www.scienceworld.ca/futurescienceleaders/



Science World | Future Science Leaders

Application Form

- Your current contact information 
(preferred first name and pronouns)

- A parent/guardian contact information

- City

- Grade

- School

- Referral
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Application Form - References

Academic: someone who knows your academic 

interests and strengths. Someone who can 

speak to your passions, curiosity, teamwork, 

and communication.

What's an example of a person to ask for an 

academic reference?
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Asking for a Reference

We ask for one academic reference (teacher, counsellor) to get a better sense of 
how you participate in a classroom setting, how you work with others, and what can 
be done to support you in a program.

1. Think about an adult who could highlight your good qualities. This might be a 
recent or current teacher, or an academic advisor.

2. Ask them in-person (preferably), explaining what you are applying for and why 
you think they'd be a good reference.

3. Send them an email providing instructions for what you're asking them: You 
want their name and email, and to complete a reference form in May.

4. Follow-up with a Thank You note, appreciating their time to complete a 
reference.
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Short Answer 
Questions
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Writing Compelling Responses

• Make a personal connection

• Show your thinking/reasoning

• Reference specific details

• Write in your natural voice (don’t sound fancy)

• Reader-centered (stay on topic, concise)
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Q1: How would you benefit from the Future Science 

Leaders Program? Try to relate your personal goals to 

answer this question (100 words or less).

Why do you think we ask this?
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Q1: How would you benefit from the Future Science 

Leaders Program? Try to relate your personal goals to 

answer this question (100 words or less).

1. Do your needs match what we offer

2. Indicate how much you understand about FSL 

3. Internal motivation – curious/go-getter
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A

I would benefit by being able to grow

my network of people interested in

similar things. I want to work with

like-minded people and learn diverse

topics like disease modelling and PCR

analysis. I am excited to do a project

with others and get to see new

workplaces on the field trips.

B

I would like to meet like-minded
peers as I feel like I am the only one
in my science class who finds it
exciting. I want to be able to talk
about the things we are learning with
others, and FSL sounds like the best
place to do so. I think this would also
help me build confidence in meeting
new people and let me
better network better in the future.

Which writing has more personal connection, specific details, shows 

reasoning? 



VS



ChatGPT and other AI
- Treat it like an experienced and helpful 
friend/ family member. Having it write 
content for you is cheating.
- Using it for brainstorming
- You must make it your own – GenAI is not 
unique!
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Sample Interview Questions
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Describe a time when you encountered a challenge and 

overcame it.

Why do we ask this?
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Describe a time when you encountered a challenge and 

overcame it.

- Are you willing to take on challenges?

- What do you do when you get frustrated?

- Do you know how to overcome challenges?



Science World | Future Science Leaders

I couldn’t run 5km

I trained to run 5km

I ran 5 km

I lacked some knowledge

I studied/worked hard

I gained that knowledge
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I couldn’t run 5km

I trained to run 5km

I ran 5 km

I lacked some knowledge

I studied/worked hard

I gained that knowledge

I couldn’t run 5km

I started with a basic 
training routine and joined 

a running group.

I ran 5 km and learned that 
the social aspect of running 
was really important for my 

success. 
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I couldn’t run 5km

I started with a basic 
training routine and joined 

a running group.

I ran 5 km and learned that 
the social aspect of running 
was really important for my 

success. 

Demonstrating growth mindset

- What was the issue? (Situation)

- What are you going to do about it? 

(Action)

- How were you changed? 

(Reaction/Reflection)
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I had difficulty learning French

I studied French a lot

I now speak French efficiently

I had difficulty learning 
French

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

_

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

Demonstrating growth 

mindset

- What was the issue?

- What are you going 

to do about it?

- How were you 

changed?
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Tell us about a time you had to support someone in a 
group project?

Why do you think we ask this?
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Tell us about a time you had to support someone in a 
group project?

STAR Method

• Situation – What was the problem?

• Task – What needed to be done?

• Action – What did you do?

• Response – What happened as a result? (Conclusion)
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Contacts

Questions or comments:

• Sean Lipsit, Program Manager

• slipsit@scienceworld.ca

Websites:

• Read stories about alumni and find out 
more details:
• scienceworld.ca/futurescienceleaders/

• Examples of student work:

• futurescienceleaders.com

mailto:Slipsit@scienceworld.ca
https://www.scienceworld.ca/futurescienceleaders/
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Thank you for attending!
Questions?

Important Dates:

Early Bird Deadline – March 30, 2025

Applications Deadline – April 30, 2025

Interview Offers – May 2025

Program Spot Offers – June 2025

Sean Lipsit
slipsit@scienceworld.ca

mailto:Slipsit@scienceworld.ca
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